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Therapy that makes a difference. 

for the  

Center for Speech and Language Disorders 



The Story of Brianna 

 
The story of Brianna DiCianni is compelling and all too true.  At the age of two, 

Brianna was not speaking, not babbling -- not even able to say ñmommyò or 

ñdaddyò.  Her parents, Pete and Rose DiCianni, thought maybe she was a late 

bloomer.  Perhaps her older siblings spoke for her and she didnôt need to.  But it was 

much more than that.  It turned out to be autism that was robbing her of her ability to 

speak.   

 

Brianna was one of over 90 children in Elmhurst diagnosed with our countryôs 

number one childrenôs disorder -- one which robs many children of the basic ability 

to speak and interact.  Fortunately Pete and Rose knew of the Center for Speech and 

Language Disorders (CSLD) where Brianna has received aggressive speech therapy 

from its founder, Phyllis Kupperman.  Brianna now has the gift of talking.   

 

Every year CSLD serves hundreds of children both on the autism spectrum and with 

other language disorders that takes away one of our cherished abilities that is so key 

and vital in life, thatôs the ability to talk.  CSLDôs vision is that all children be able 

to communicate, socialize and thrive so they can succeed at whatever they wish to 

do.   It is important that all children have the basic right to ñspeakò. 

 

It is with this spirit that we support the vital programs that CSLD has to offer, to be 

certain that CSLD is able to continue this over 30-year endeavor to give these 

beautiful children the gift of speaking.  That is why parents and friends of CSLD 

whole-heartedly support the 2nd Annual Brianna and Friends ñWalk to Talkò 

coordinated by Dan Gibbons.  We invite you to come share with your family and 

friends the gift of walking and talking and know that the funds raised on this great 

day will continue the fight to give all kids the basic right that is all too critical in life, 

the ability to talk! 

     Rose and Pete DiCianni 

     2009 Walk to Talk Chairpersons 



The Event  
 

The walk will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, September 13, 2009.  Registration will begin 

at 8:00 a.m.  The location for the walk is Berens Park in Elmhurst.  The walking path is 

approximately one mile.  For participants looking for a longer walk, they will be able to 

walk the path twice.   Whether the participant is a speed walker or someone who is looking 

forward to a leisurely stroll with friends and family everyone will feel welcome.   

 

Walkers, their families and supporters, and event volunteers will join together before the 

walk to begin the celebration.  Music, Moon Walk, face painting and a local band will be 

provided, thanks to our generous donors.  Food will be available for sale.  Monies raised by 

the event participants and sponsors directly benefit the programs at the Center for Speech 

and Language Disorders (CSLD).  

 

Getting the Word Out  
 

As a sponsor of this premier event you will be prominently featured in event literature and 

on the CSLD website with the option of linking our website to yours. Event promotional 

materials will be targeted throughout Chicago and DuPage County to advertise the event. 

Marketing materials and press releases highlighting the event and its sponsors will be 

targeted to more than 300,000 people in DuPage County and the surrounding Chicago area 

neighborhoods. The demographics of the event participants are:  

 

Å  CSLD clients  

Families with children under 18 yrs 

Senior citizens  

Å  Fitness enthusiasts  

Å  Area walking clubs 

Å  Friends of the charitable network  

Å  Network of physicians and healthcare professionals  

Å  Local university faculty and students (Midwestern University, Elmhurst College 

and related student groups  

Civic and public and private school organizations (Boys and Girl Scouts of 

America, sports teamsé 

Businesses and their employees 
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A Unique Opportunityé  
 

We plan on reaching participants, their families, volunteers and Chicago-area businesses 

devoted to our mission to help children with communication disorders reach their full 

potential through family-centered services. We estimate that more than 300 people, 

including walkers, family members and volunteers, will participate in this event.  

 

You and/or your company will be featured on customized event promotional materials and 

on the Center for Speech and Language Disorderôs website. In order to limit our costs and 

maximize funds raised for CSLD, all event participants and volunteers will register and 

gather event information from the CSLD website, www.csld.org. This promotional strategy 

will greatly increase the number of visitors to our website and likewise your companyôs 

visibility while significantly limiting the need for costly multiple mailings and print 

materials.  

 

Walk to Talk Sponsorship Opportunities  
 

Our mission is to help children with communication disorders reach their full potential 

through family-centered services.  When you think of CSLD five words immediately come 

to mind ð Empower, Encourage, Mentor, Support and Sustain.   

 

$5000 - Empowerment Sponsor  
 

Promote your company and products/services with an ad on CSLDôs website.  Ad 

will remain on website for one year 

Company logo and name on goodie bag that will be handed out to all participants 

Å  Company logo on event banner and signage  

Å  Company name/logo printed prominently on official event tee-shirt  

Å  Goodie bag advertising opportunity    

All walkers on behalf of the company may enter the event for free  

Link to your company on CSLD website  

 

$2500 ï Encouragement Sponsor  
 

Company logo and name on goodie bag that will be handed out to all participants 

Logo and name on event banner and signage  

Å  Company name/logo printed prominently on official event tee-shirt  

Å  Goodie bag advertising opportunity  

20 walkers on behalf of the company may enter the event free ($15 for each 

additional walker)  

Link to your company on CSLD website  

2009 Walk to Talk 
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$1000 ï Mentor Sponsor  
 

Logo and name on event banner  

Company signage at event 

Company name/logo printed on the official event tee-shirt  

Goodie bag advertising opportunity  

10 walkers on behalf of the company may enter the event free ($15 for each 

additional walker)  

Name listed on CSLD website for one year 

 

$500 ï Supporting Sponsor  
 

Company name printed on official event tee-shirt  

Goodie bag advertising opportunity  

5 walkers on behalf of the company may enter the event free ($15 for each 

additional walker)  

Name listed on CSLD website for one year 

 

$250 - Sustaining Sponsor 

 

Company name printed on official event tee-shirt  

2 walkers on behalf of the company may enter the event free ($15 for each 

additional walker)  

Name listed on CSLD website for one year 

 

 

 

Join the Walk & Talk Team 
  

Our goal is to partner with individuals and companies who share our love for children and 

our community. This event proves that caring individuals and companies can join together 

to make a significant impact in young peoplesô lives. If you have any questions, would like 

any additional information or are ready to help, please contact our Event Coordinator, 

Cheryle Yallen (telephone: (630) 530-8551 x 115 or email at walk@csld.org).  
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Our History and Mission 
 

The Center for Speech and Language Disorders (CSLD) was founded 

in April 1979 as a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation. Its mission is 

to help children with communication disorders reach their full 

potential through family-centered services.  Started as a part-time 

operation in three small offices in Elmhurst, today, CSLD has two 

sites, Elmhurst and Chicago.  CSLD continues to reach into the 

community and provide easy access to speech and language therapy 

services to all, specifically economically disadvantaged youth. 

 

Our Principles and Values 

 
All children, regardless of their abilities or disabilities, be able to 

communicate, socialize and thrive so they can succeed at 

whatever they wish to do. 

There is an important connection between service, family and 

community and this connection is critical to the success of each 

child. 

Therapists do not take a cookie cutter approach to treat.  They recognize that one type of 

treatment does not fit all children, or all disorders. 

All therapeutic methods are research based and thus decisive and sound. 

Speech and language therapy in the therapistôs office is not enough 

to help the child.  An important component is the familyôs ability to 

emulate the therapeutic objectives in the home. 

It is critical to understand how speech and language skills change 

throughout a childôs life.  Early treatment might focus on the childôs 

first words while later therapy helps the child use speech and language 

for telling stories and understanding concepts and academic learning. 

 

Our Services 
 

Free Screening 

Communication Skills Assessments 

Individualized Treatment 

Social Language Groups 

Special Intensive Therapeutic Programs 

Power Play 

Social Skills Boot Camp  

Fast ForWordÊ Programs 

Parent Support Groups  

Annual Conference, presentations and in-service training   

 

Center for Speech and Language Disorders 

Celebrating our 30th Anniversary! 



_______________________________________________________________________ 
NAME OF BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
CONTACT 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
CITY                                                        STATE                                          ZIP CODE 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE                                                          E-MAIL 

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL: 

$5,000.00 

$2,500.00 

   $1,000.00 

 $500.00 

 $250.00 

 
How would you like your name to read in the marketing materials? 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 

Will you be providing materials for the goodie bags?   Ä  Yes    Ä  No 
 

Walk to Talk 
Center for Speech and Language Disorders 

606 N. Michigan     Elmhurst, IL  60126    (630) 530-8551     walk@csld.org 
 

 
Thank you very much for helping us to continue our work  
with special needs children by becoming an event sponsor.   

Sponsorship Response Form 

 
2nd Annual Benefit Walk 

Inspired by Brianna DiCianni and friends 

 
September 13, 2009 

Berens Park 

Elmhurst, Illinois 


